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This study deals with the emergence of European Union (EU) enlargement 
process as a kind of common political identity formation. It can be said 
that, the case of EU points to the need to re-conceptualize the relationship 
between self and other in the international relations literature. The central 
argument of the study is that fundamental structures of international 
politics are social rather than strictly material and these structures shape 
actors’ identities and interests, rather than just their behavior. In this 
context the enlargement process of the EU can well be analyzed from a 
social constructivist perspective. 
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