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Abstract: The continuous process of secularisation has been
active in many societies regardless of the ruling regimes for many
centuries. Since education represents one of the most important
and influential fields in the modern world, this transformation of
society’s identification and affiliation from religious toward
nonreligious values has created a sort of aversion to religious
teachings amongst scholars and people overall. Consequently, the
contribution of Abrahamic religions to the formation and
establishment of today’s educational institutions has been either
neglected or observed as negative and decadent. However, it is de
facto that over the course of history Abrahamic faiths have overly
contributed to the formation of educational institutions we know
today. Therefore, in this term paper we discuss the teachings and
perspectives of Judaism, Christianity and Islam regarding
knowledge and education, and present positive influence
religious teachings have had on the establishment of educational
institutions.

Proceedings | 2018

Keywords: secularisation,
religious teachings,
Abrahamic religions,
knowledge, education.

Article History
Submitted: June 26, 2018
Accepted: July 13, 2018



From the shadows of the temples...

INTRODUCTION

Judaism, Christianity and Islam are usually regarded as the only monotheistic
religions in the world today. These three faiths differ in some crucial dogmas and
practises, but they contain a unique monotheistic concept. Besides, they share the
idea of the significance of education. Judaism, Christianity and Islam emphasise
the imperative for learning and gaining knowledge. Therefore, from the very
beginning of their teachings, these faiths have built foundations for the
establishment of the first educational institutions which will be mentioned later
on in this paper.

Religion as an inseparable concept from human nature has been
continually represented as a decadent phenomenon and a paraphernalia for
manipulation. Throughout history many have endeavoured to omit religious
teachings and, furthermore, to throw a veil over their historical importance.
However, they have always lacked a philosophical view or an idea that would
set high moral and ethical principles amongst students and professors. On the
other hand, religious educational institutions which would provide their
students with worldly knowledge, have often brought up generations of
fundamentalists and extremists. That is because science without religion is lame
and religion without science is blind.

Ultimately, this paper examines the attitude of Judaism, Christianity and
Islam toward education and their contribution to establishment of educational
institutions.

JUDAISM

The fact that majority of Jewish people are well educated has been known for
centuries. As Eliezer Eber believes, perhaps Jews are well educated because their
religion requires them to be educated. In fact, male Jews are expected to read the
Torah and teach it to their children. Since the Jews esteem their laws as divine
revelations, and are being taught from their earliest youth, they bear the image
of the law in their mentality, so it is the Hebrew culture that has made them more
educated and successful. Torah and Talmud also support an idea of tradition and
culture preservation through education: "The real guardians of a state are the
teachers" (Talmud Yerushalmi, Hagigah 1:7).

Furthermore, Judaism has supported the establishment of the first science
schools along with religious institutions. Yet, in Talmud, the slight advantage is
given to the schools: "One does not keep children from school even to build the
Temple" (Talmud, Shabbat 3:11).

However, we cannot comprehend the Jewish view on education unless we
consider Hebrew history. Before the destruction of the Second Temple, the sect
of Sadducees controlled Jewish society, largely through their dominance of
religious and social roles therein. Their role was challenged by the Pharisees, who
advocated the study of both the Written and Oral Torah.
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The balance of power in Jewish society changed with the destruction of
the Second Temple in 70 A.D. by the Romans in response to the Jewish revolt, led
by the Sadducees. The Pharisees did not participate in the revolt, and used this
window of opportunity to wrest power from the Sadducees. The Pharisees
started the process of fundamental educational reform along the lines they had
advocated before. It is possible that this was also a move to permanently shift
power to themselves, as democratising educational institutions would undercut
the foundation of the power of the Sadducees. Tradition such as reading and
teaching children the Torah and supporting primary schools for Jewish
communities and synagogues as learning institutions developed after this
period, and proliferated more widely in the 6th and 7th centuries. Notably, this
happened while the Jewish society was still mostly agricultural (Mittelberg,
1994). These events portray that even religious practices, the clearest form of
cultural factors, cannot be studied and understood in isolation of the political
struggles.

CHRISTIANITY

Christianity, as a religion which originates from Hebrew culture, shares many
similarities with Judaism in regard to education and learning. However, being
slightly less conservative when it comes to maintaining religious practices and
traditions, it has contributed to the establishment of secular educational
institutions in a greater extent. From the earliest ages of Christian faith, churches
and monasteries contained special rooms for educating the Christian, but also
very often non-Christian youth. There are many instances of monasteries which
preserved a number of significant books and pieces of art in our country.
Orthodox monastery Tvrdos near Trebinje and Franciscan monastery in Fojnica
possess a great amount of historically significant literature in almost all the fields
of human interest (Markovi¢, 2009).

Asceticism, which is the focal point of monastic life, is a uniform and a
universal ideal of discipline. Different forms of discipline are mostly intended to
develop notions of supreme educational value: spiritual growth and moral
improvement. Even though monasticism was not the only way of educating, it
influenced education in numerous ways. As mentioned, moral improvement of
students represents its principal objective. However, it was not until the 16t and
17th centuries, that education became one of the controlling ideas of monasticism.
Over the course of the Middle ages education was not a mass affair, meaning that
most of the people outside the church were illiterate.

The monasteries - sole educational institutions of the Middle ages - were
depositories of literature and learning and the sole schools for teaching; they
offered the only professional training; they were the forerunners of researches;
they served as publishing houses for the multiplication of books and places
which produced the only scholars (Chadwick, 1993).

The monks produced practically all the literature of the time, including
chronicles, lives of saints and scholastic discussion (Le Goff, 1988). The reason for
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this Christian perspective toward education might be found in the very first verse
of the Gospel of John: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.” (John, 1:1)

The Word, as a metaphor for knowledge, has been regarded as a part of
Holy Trinity’s Spirit, which is given to the chosen (Piper & Taylor, 2009).
Furthermore, as stated in Piper and Taylor (2009), the Bible is filled with every
manner of literary device to add impact to the language and education: acrostics,
alliteration, analogy, anthropomorphism, assonance, cadence, chiasm,
consonance, dialogue, hyperbole, irony, metaphor, meter, onomatopoeia,
paradox, parallelism, repetition, rhyme, satire, simile—they are all there, and
more (Piper & Taylor, 2009).

Moreover, the impact of church on the culture and, thus, education, might
be observed through five repetitive types of the Christian community’s relations
to the world. Reinhold Niebuhr states them in his famous work as following:
Christ against culture, Christ of culture, Christ above culture, Christ and culture
in paradox, and Christ the transformer of culture. Furthermore, he says: “The
first two are expressions of opposition to and endorsement of the world, while
the last three share a concern to mediate in distinctive ways the opposition
between the first two” (Niebuhr, 1951, pg. 56). Ultimately, professor Newman
states the pragmatic idea of Christian influence on education: “If then a practical
end must be assigned to [education] ... I say it is that of training good members
of society” (Newman, 1996, pg. 17).

Considering the information stated, one might undoubtedly conclude that
Christianity as a faith and the Church as the institution which represents
Christian ideas have had a great impact on educational systems, encompassing
both sole education and moral conduct

IsLAM

The first verse in the Qur’an revealed to the Prophet Muhammad refers to
reading, thinking, understanding, knowledge and all the complex cognitive
processes involved in education. The Qur’an is conscious of the fact that in order
to recognise God and his signs in the nature around us, one must have an
adequate education. It, therefore, clearly distinguishes ordinary believers from
well-educated Muslims: “Say, are those who know equal to those who do not
know?” (Qur’an, 39:9)

Islam encourages education of children from early ages and emphasises
the need for continual development of love for books and science amongst
children, but at the same time insists on the upbringing and strengthening of
moral values. All the spheres of human behaviour, whether public or private, are
pervaded by education aimed at building an integral human personality and its
positive qualities: intellect, emotion, good will and character. Education in Islam
is especially significant because the consequences in an event of its absence are
more dangerous than the lack of education. The idea of Islam’s contribution to
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the education is supported by the numerous examples of Islamic schools and
libraries that were established over the course of the Golden age of Islam.

Such an example is The House of Wisdom (Arabic: 4<Sall ¢y Bayt al-
Hikma), which was a major intellectual centre during the Islamic Golden Age.
The House of Wisdom was founded in Baghdad as a private library of Caliph
Harun al-Rashid and culminated in prominence under his son al-Ma'mun, who
brought many well-known scholars to share information, ideas, and culture in
the House of Wisdom. The library was used by both Muslim scholars, and people
of Jewish or Christian background. Besides translating books into Arabic and
preserving them, scholars associated with the House of Wisdom also made many
remarkable original contributions to diverse fields.

Spiritual and emotional education, which is neglected in today's religious
and moral education, is also prominent in Sufi educational thought and practice.
Sufism as a form of Islamic-oriented piety and intellectuality desires to enrich an
individual by love, mercy and knowledge, as well as contribute to human
education in a way that is useful to people (Polat, 2017)

Furthermore, Sufism regards learning as more than a usual didactic
interaction between teachers and students. It tends to emphasise the
relationships between the two, regarding this bond as a great advantage.
Institutions of Sufism hold a respectable position in the educational and moral
upbringing. This means that Sufi values intend to prepare an individual both
mentally and morally to remain a “God’s caliph on earth” (Qur’an, 2:30).

In conclusion, Sufi philosophy contributes to the formation of Islamic
morality and educational systems, having an utmost significance in the
interpretation of the Qur’an, and the Sunnah-Muhammad’s practice (Peng-
Keller, 1995). Though usually declared decadent by Western modern thoughts,
the contribution of Islam to both has been proved in different sources.

CONCLUSION

Abrahamic religions, as most common faiths, have influenced all the fields of
human work, including education. Although through the process of
secularisation many individuals and regimes in the 20t and 21st century have
endeavoured to diminish the contribution of named philosophies and faiths to
the proliferation of the awareness of importance of education, they preserved the
instances of their significance in every culture. Multiculturalism as a meeting
point for the teaching of three religions, plays a role in making dynamic and
interactive links and relationships among different cultures (Becirovi¢, 2012).
Therefore, examining the teachings of these religions and their contribution to
education helps in establishing common acceptance and tolerance amongst
nations and cultures.
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Abstract: Sezai Karakog is a writer that gained a reputation in modern Turkish
literature after fifties years of the last century with his short stories and poems. Terms,
such as Islam, civilization and humanity that form the axis of his thought — world leap
out in his works. As a thinker who has witnessed the decadence of highly rated human
values, Sezai Karakog considers that the teaching of modernity played the most
important role in that negative process that occurred on Turkish territories. In A Visit
story which is the object of this research, Sezai Karakog noted the negative sides of
urbanising as a product of modernity.

After we have analysed the locations where the action takes place we have come to the
conclusion that they play an important role in the storyline. By using the method of
text analysis, we have sorted out all the places of action that are to be found in the story
such as the village, the coffeechouse and the prayer house and we can conclude that the
placement of these locations is crucial for the essence of the narration. As Sezai Karakoc
has written essays on different topics, we used his philosophical views about the
function of these locations in the social context. Actually, the message that the writer
wants to send us through the story is understood truly just by his description of the
space elements. So, the inner or outer views of the space elements in A Visit story
reflect the downfall of the human soul in that period.

Ozet: Sezai Karakog 1950°li yillardan sonra Yeni Tiirk edebiyatmda hem siirleriyle
hem hikayeleriyle taminnus bir yazardir. Islam, insanlk, medeniyet gibi kavramlar
Karako¢'un diigiince diinyasimin eksenini olusturmaktadir. Karakog, modernizmi,
insanligin yiice degerlerinin diistisiine yol agan bir hareket olarak agiklamaktadir.
Sezai  Karakog'un Ziyaret hikayesinde séz edilen modernizmin  getirdigi
olumsuzluklari, insanlarin siki iliskide bulunduklari mekanlara yansimas: ele
alinmugtir. Bu calismada icerik analizi yontemi kullamilmigtir. Hikaye kurgusu
icerisnde yer alan mekanlarin toplumsal degisim ile ilgili baglantilar: tesbit edilmistir.
Bu baglantilarin  tesbiti noktasinda Karako¢'un cesitli yazi ve denemelerinden
faydalanilmistir. Calismada ulasilan sonu¢ Karakog'un moderniteyi mekansal manada
elestirmesidir. Karako¢’n gore insan modernite ile birlikte gecirmis oldugu degisim
sonucunda geleneksel degerlerini yitirmis ve 6ziinden uzaklasmstir. Bu deger yitimini
gosteren unsurlardan birisi de insan degisiminin yansimasimn kagimlmaz oldugu
mekana ait degisikliklerdir. Mekandaki ¢tiriime insan ruhunun batisin sembolize
etmektedir.
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Sezai Karako¢'un Ziyaret Hikayesinde...

GiRis

Ikinci Yeni Hareket'ine mensup sayilan Sezai Karako¢'un diger Ikinci Yeni
sairlerinden ayiran ozelliklerinden biri de onun siirlerinin yaninda hikayeleri
yazip modern Tiirk hikayesi biinyesine katki saglamsidir. Bu katki nicelikten
ziyade nitelik bakimindandir. Sezai Karakog¢ bugiine kadar Meydan Ortaya
Ciktiginda ve Portreler olmak tizere iki hikaye kitabr yayimlamistir.

Sezai Karakog'un Ikinci Yeni Hareketi’'ne mensup sayilmamasi nedenlerinden en
onemlisi kendisinin farkli hayat felsefesine sahip olmasi ve metafizik igerikli
eserlerin yazmasidir.

Sezai Karakog¢ un ¢ogu hikayesinin merkezini dini kaynaklar ve bizzat yasadig:
donemde Tiirkiye’de vuku bulan modernizmin tenkidi olusturmaktadir. Bu
bildiride s6z konusu olacak Ziyaret hikayesinin konusu modernizmle gelen
kentlesmenin getirdigi olumsuzluklarin elestirisi. Modernizm, "Bir inang sistemi
ya da 6greti biitiiniin degisen kosullara uyarlama egilimi ya da hareketi. Ozel
olarak da, Bati'da 19. asrin sonlarina dogru ortaya cikan ve Klisenin teolojik
Ogretisiyle toplum teorisini kentlesme ve endustrilesme, geleneksel otoritenin
cokiisti ve liberal/demokratik diistincelerin ytikselisinin ve nihayet modern
bilimin etkisiyle diinya goriistinde vuku bulan degismelerin sonucu olan yeni
toplumsal ve politik kosullara uyarlamay:1 amaglayan tavir ya da harekettir"
(Cevizci, 1993:603). Moderniteye gore insanligin gelisimi grafigi hep yukariya
dogru gitmektedir. Toplumlar zaman gectikge tist mertebelere ulasmaktadir. Bu
sadece ekonomik boyutu degil, hayatin biittiin alanlar1 kapsamaktadir. (Altun,
2005:2-3) Modernizm insana karsi yeni bir bakis olusturup onun degeri maddi
tirtinleri tiretme kabiliyetine baglamaktadir. Bu anlayisin asil sebebi ise diinyada
sanayilesmenin hizli bir sekilde yayilmasi ve insan giictine ihtiya¢ duymasidir.
Avrupa’da ortaya ¢ikan modernizm insanoglunun bilim ve teknoloji alaninda
gerillimi icin klisenin Tanrsim1 suglamaktadir. Zira, Orta Cag’daki Avrupa’y:
teokratik rejim idare ettigi icin Klise'nin anlayisina karsi gelen bilim insanlarin
sergiledikleri tavirlarindan suclayip farkli sekillerde eza ve cefaya maruz
birakmustir. Dogu’daki modernizm 6nciileri Avrupa icin gegerli her neyse Islam
alemi i¢in de gecerli oldugunu iddia ettiklerinden Dogu'nun gerilimi igin de
Tanr1iy1 suglamaya kalkmislardir. Onlara gore, toplumsal ilerleme icin gerekli
olan ise halki manevi degerlerden uzaklastirilmasi. Sezai Karakog; kendi
eserlerinde insan sadece et ve kemikten olusan bir makina olmay1p kendi manevi
boyutuyla insanoglunun ortak mirasina ve ilerlemesine potansiyel katkilara
sahip oldugunu 6ne siirerek modernizm onctilerin iddialarina kars: ¢ikmaktadir.
Sezai Karakog insan1 "bir 6miir ruhunu yontan hakikat artisti" (Karakog, 1979:44)
ve kendi potresini ¢izmeye calsan varlik olarak tarif etmektedir. (Karakog,
1979:67) Halbuki modernizm insan1 bu ytice sifatlardan arindirmaya calisip
yukarida belirtildigi gibi sadece maddi boyutuna indirmektedir.

Modernizmin diinya capinda getirdigi en ©nemli olgu ise kentlesmedir.
Kentlesme Sezai Karako¢'un anlayisina gore yeni bir kentin olusumu degil,
"tabiatin 6liimiinden dogan bir illizyondur. Tabiat kent-dis1 oluyor ve oradan
insanlara kente dolasiyor. Ancak saglikli bir kentlesme olmadig1 gibi, kentlerin
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de oltimiine sebep olmustur." (Kevserbas 2008:198) Boylelikle, "Modernizm,
geleneksel sehirlerin bu ruhunu yok etmekle ise baslad1. Bir sehir, ancak ruhu
yok edilirse tarihten silinir diyen Ivan Illich ne kadar da haklidir. Bu yok olus,
once sehri yapan 'dil'in bozulmasi, ardindan bu dilin ytiklenerek tasidig:
degerlerin asin(diril)masi, bu degerlerin olusturdugu 'goz'tin deforme olusu, bu
goziin bozulusu ile de 'gtizellik' ve 'hikmet' idraklerinin deger yapici- lik/deger
koruyuculuk niteliklerini kaybetmesi ile kendisini gortintir kilar. Soziini
ettigimiz bu bozulma, asinma ve nitelik kaybi, toplumsal tarih pratiginde
'modernlesme' olarak tezahiir etmis ve bu modernlesme stireci, bizim geleneksel
sehirlerimizi dokusuyla, mimarisiyle, icinde yasanan hayatin mahiyeti ve
temposuyla, insan iligkileriyle, biittintiyle modern kentlere dontstiirme
(kentlesme) cabasi olarak kendini gostermistir.” (Andi, 2013:80) Kentlesme
kendisiyle birlikte Marks tipi insan1 da getirmistir. Sezai Karakoc'a gore bu insan
"ruhu bir muz gibi koparilip atilmis, dininin yerini jimnastik almis, Tanrisi'na
madde, kilisesine parti ikame edilmis, dinya hakkindaki biittiin fikri
laboratuarlarda imal ve kendine kliseler halinde telkin edilmis, 6te diinya ve
hesap verme inancindan habersiz, goriinmeyen bir el tarafindan giinii gelince
fabrikaya veya savasa siirtilen, 6ldiigu giin yarim kilo fosfor veya iki kilo suni
glibre degeri olan bir insandir." (Karakog, 2000:64)

Sezai Karako¢'un Ziyaret hikayesi modernizm cercevesinde gerceklesen
kentlesme olgusunun tenkitlerinden oriiltidiir. Metafizik anlayisina sahip Sezai
Karakog diinya dahil olmak tizere biitiin evrenin goriilmeyen direklerin tizerine
durduguna inanip bu goriilmeyen direkler Tanri'nin vahyettigi biitiin semavi
dinlerde mevcut evrensel degerler oldugunu savunmaktadir. Diinya da kendisi
v onun lizerindeki insanlik da, bu degerlerin sayesinde yasamaktadir. Yahut, bu
degerler yikilrsa diinya da insanlik da yikilmis olur. Sezai Karakog¢ bu degerleri
hayatta tutturmak istedigi i¢in onlarin yikilmasina yol acan kentlesmeye karsi
cikip o tenkidin {izerine kalemle yontulmus kelime heykellerini dikmektedir.
Kalemle yontulmus bu kelime heykellerinden biri de Ziyaret hikayesidir.

MATERYAL BIR UNSUR OLARAK HIKAYEDE M EKAN

Kurguya dayali metinler igerisinde yer alan hikaye tiirtinde de mekan hikayenin
anlamini derinlestren 6nemli unsurlardan biridir. Hikayede mekan kurgunun
yer aldigr doganin bir dilimi olarak tanimlanmaktadir. "Doga insanin kendi
kiilttirel varlumi belirlemesinde basat bir rol oyna(r). Doganin her turli
etkisinden uzaklasabilmek i¢in, barinma gereksinimi duyan insan kendisine bir
kuliibe insa e(der). Bu bilingli yer yapimiyla kendisini dogadan ayirip onun
karsisinda kiilttirel bir varlik olarak tiirtine 6zgti yeni bir durus belirlemeye
basla(r)" (Oralis, 2006:65) Insanin ic diinyasinda yasadig1 dontistimler, yasadig:
yerde de karsilik bulmaliydi. Mekanla bireyin iliskisi, yasanilan corafya ile ortiik
bir dtizlemde ilerler. Boylece mekanlar, insan hayatmin/kisiliginin ayrilmaz bir
parcasi olarak karsimiza ¢ikarken; insan da mekana yeni boyutlar kazandirarak
hakimiyet alanini genisletmis olur. Yani "[ijnsan, icinde yer aldigi mekéam
algilayan, kendi konumunu bu yap: icinde belirleyen ve kendisine bu cevre
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icinde hareket alan1 saglayabilen bir biling ve goriis yetenegine sahiptir" (Yazici,
2002:269).

Edebiyat ve hayat i¢ ice oldugundan dolay1 edebiyatta mekan unsuru belirleme,
canlandirma, olay akisini yonlendirme gibi ¢nemli islevler tistlenir. Edebiyatta
mekan unsuru birkag sekilde tanimlanabilir. Edebiyattaki mekan unsurunun en
genis tanimui ise gevrenin fiziksel boyutudur. Mekan unsuru konusmaci ya da
yazarin kafasindan ¢ikarilan ¢evredir. Bu edebi unsur yazma meselesi ya da dile
iliskin baska herhangi becerinin barindig veya tartisildig1 sahne olarak da tasvir
edilir. Edebiyat diinyasinda mekan unsuru bir edebi eserin toplumsal ¢evre veya
toplusmal baglam olarak bilinen cercevesini olusturmak maksadiyla zaman ve
olay orgtisti ile iliskilendirilir.

Edebiyattaki mekan unsuruna dair genel konularin tizerine arastirmalar,
yazarlarin kendi eserleri igcin mekan wunsuru baslangic noktasi olarak
duistindiiklerini gostermektedir. S6z gelimi, Thomas March, mekan unsurunun
ABD'nin Bati Bolgesi'nde mitler isleyisi gibi konularla iliskisi gostermek
amaciyla onu kullanmaktadir. (108-109) Baz1 yazarlar 6zel eserleri icin mekani
kilturel gerceveyi saglayan unsur olarak gormektedirler. Digerler icin ise mekan,
kilturler arasinda karsilastirmali arastirmalar i¢in saglam bir zemindir.
(Jeremiah, 2000: 23) Yukaridaki sozlerden mekan kavrami, yazarin okurlara
demek istedigine katildigindan dolay1 bir eserin anlasilmasi icin merkezi
unsurun olmasi sonucuna varilmaktadir.

Ziyaret Hikayesinde Mekan Unsuru

Sezai Karakog baska bir boyuttan gozlemlennis modern insanlarin yasadiklar
hayat tarzinin gercevesinde Ziyaret hikayesini kurgulamustir. Hikayenin arka
planin1 Turkiye'deki modernlesmenin hududunda gerceklesen kentlesme
olgusunu Sezai Karakog "vaktinden 6nce diriltilmis bir kag kisinin" goziinden ele
almaktadir. Sezai Karakog¢'un herhangi eserinde oldugu gibi bu hikayenin
nakisinda da Kur'an'dan alinmis motifler géze carpmaktadir- Islamin inancini
temellendiren Kiyamet giinti ve dlimden sonra kendi bedenleriyle insanlarin
dirilmesinin yam sira Islami kaynakarda farkli sebeplerden dolay1
oldiuiraldiikten ya da uyutulduktan sonra Kiyamet giinti kopmadan o6nce
dirilitilmis birkag kisinin olaylar1 gegmektedir. Bunlarin arasinda en ¢ok bilinen
Ashab-i Kehf', Tanr1'nin kemikleri toplayip tekrar vuctit haline getirebilecegine
kusku duyan kisinin 6liip yiiz yildan sonra tekrar dirilmesi ya da Benti Israi'lin
simsek cattiktan sonra oltip tekrar hayata donmeleri hikayesidir.

Sezai Karakog¢ Ziyaret hikayesini bunlara benzer bir olaya baslamaktadir.
"Gecenin gozleri olsaydi, bir ka¢ mezari kimildadigini, kabarip yarildigim
gorecekti... Mezarlar yarildi ve oluler disar1 ¢ikti."(Karakog, 1999:127) Sezai
Karako¢ mezarlarin kimilmasi, kabarmasi ve yarilmasi ile insanlarin dirilme
olayr birden degil basamak basamak gerceklestigini agiga vurmaktadir. Sezai
Karakoc'un kullandig1 mezarin kimilmasi diriltme gerceklesmeden 6nce Al-Zizal
suresinde gecen yerin kendi sarsint1 ile sarsilmasi ve agirliklarini ¢ikarmasina
ima etmektedir. Islam anlayisina gore insan mezara girdiginde hakikati
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gorecektir. Bundan dolayr mezar bir pencere ya da acgilmis perde olarak
algilanmaktadir. Bunun etrafinda Necip Fazil'in "Oliim giizel sey, budur perde
ardindan haber" (Kisakiirek, 1977:153) sozleri de anlasilmaktadir. Ayrica, Ziyaret
hikayesinde bas kahramanlarin vaktinden once dirilmesi Ashab-i Kehf'in
uyutulduktan ti¢ ytiz dokuz sene sonra uyanmasi ve ve kendileri arasinda birini
secip sehre gondermelerine ima etmektedir

Ziyaret hikayesinde de diriltilen ¢liiler hemen yasadiklar: yere yonelmislerdir.
Onlarin yasadiklar1 yer dagin yamacinda bir kasaba olustur. Kasaba, insanlarin
toplu halde yasadiklar1 koy ile kent aras1 olan yerdir. Kente gore kasabada niifus
say1st daha az, halbuki kasabada normal yasam tarzim saglayan olmazsa olmaz
cami, yerel okul, saglik merkezi, kahve gibi miiesseseler bulunmaktadir.
Kasabada kentten farkli bir hayat tarzi yasanmaktadir. Kasaba miislimanlarin
yasadiklar1 bolgelere ait oldugu icin islam degerleri yasamanin sistemi tizerine
kuruludur. Kasabadaki insanlar sadece zaman ve mekanla sartlandirilan alemle
degil, ayn1 zamanda hem Tanri ile hem de kabirdeki atalarla iliskilerini
surdiirmektedir. Bundan dolayr eskiden kasabalar daglarin yamacamn
kurulmustur. Mezarlar ise biiyiik kentlerde oldugu gibi mahallerlerden ve
evlerden uzak mesafede bulunmamistir. Kasaba insani; siirekli kabristana
bakarak kendi islerini ifa ederdi. Boylece kasaba insani hicbir zaman olimiu
bilingten ¢ikaramamustir. Bunun yani sira atalarin kabirlerinden stirekli gectigi
icin i¢inde onlara kars1 vefay1 beslemekten hicbir sey onu alikoyamamastii.
Kasabada hayat, Ahmet Hasim'in ifade ettigi sekliyle Miisliman saatine gore
cereyan etmistir. Her isin tabi oldugu namaz vakitleri boyle bir hayatin temel
noktastym Giindiiz sabah namazindan yatsiya stirtip gecerdi. Yatsidan sonra
insanlar kendi evlerine cekilip aileleriyle bos vakit gecirirmistir. "Yabanci saati
aliskanligindan evvel bu iklimde, iki ucu gecelerin karanligiyle simsiyah olan ve
sirty, gesitli vakitlerin kirmizi, sar1 ve lacivert atesleriyle yol yol boyali, biiytik bir
canavar halinde, bir gece yarisindan diger bir gece yarisina kadar uzanan
yirmidort saatlik “gtin” taninmazdi. Isikta baslayip i1sikta biten, oniki saatlik,
kisa, hafif, yasanmasi kolay bir giintimiiz vardi." (Hasim 2014:3)

Kente gore insanlar birbirine karsi daha yakin olduklar1 ve daha samimi
yasadiklar1 halde 6zel ile sosyal hayat arasindaki sinur bellidir. Ayrica, kentte
kahvelerin bagka rol oynamaya baglayip Sezai Karakog¢'un sozleriyle selamlik
cercevesinde ¢iktig1 igin bu smir hafiflemistir.

Vakitten 6nce dirilme izni verilmis birkag insan dagdan sehre indiginde sokaklari
tenha, kahveler ise dolu bulmuslardir. Mahalle kahvelerin ortadan kalktigini,
mahallelerden carsiya gog ettigini, carsiyla ve diikkanlarla ilgili oldugunu fark
ettiklerinde toplumun yanlis yone yelken actigini sonuca varmuslardir. Tiirk
dtinyasmma kahvehaneler, kahvenin icilmeye basladig1 zamandan itibarer
girmistir. "Osmanli toplumunda ve Cumhuriyetin kurulus doneminde, yasanan
sosyal ve siyasal degisimde, aktif rol oynayan ve toplumun nabzini tutmustur."
(Ediz, 2008:179-180) Mehmet Akif, kahvehaneyi baslangictan itibaren Osmanli
aleminde tirtinleri olumsuz olan tohum olarak algiladigina kars: o donemdeki
kahvehanelerin Islam degerleriyle yatismakta olan belli bir usiilii varmustir.
Kahvehane, o donemde bir nevi sosyal medya roliinti tistlenmistir ve sadece
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erkeklerin toplandiklar1 mekan olmustur. Halbuki, kentlesmenin neticesi olarak
kahvehaneler daha ¢ok carsilarda kurulmaya baslads, i¢ine alksl, kumar oyunlar:
vd. olumsuz unsurlar girmistir. Bunun sayesinde erkekler aksam yemeklerinden
sonra kahvehanelerde toplanarak kotti aliskanliklara bagiml kalip ailelerinden
uzak bos vakitlerini gecirdiklerinden dolay1 aileleri ihmal edilmis oldu.
Karakog un "Masalarda oyun oynaniyordu. Ilkin bunun ne oldugunu anlamakta
glicliik cekti oltiler. Sonra her biri kendi mizacina gore yorumlads, bir anlam
verdi gordiiklerine. Fakat ortak kanilari, bunun, kahveye gelisin diikkanlardaki
igleriyle ilgili oldugu tahminleri dogruladig1 yontindeydi. Oyle yai bir seyler
almip, bir seyler veriliyordu. Hayaller alinip satiliyordu. Ellerdeki kagitlar da
senetler, faturalar ya da ticarete iliskin belgelerdi." (Karakog 1979:128) sozleri o
donemdeki kahvehanelerine tutulan ayna olarak oranmn goriinttisii birebir
gostermektedir.

Kahveden sonra diritilen oltiler camiye dondirdiler yiizlerini. Camiye
yaklastiginda o©lii bir sessizlik igcinde kapkaranlik buldular. O ana kadar
gordiiklerinden bu en kottimser belirti oldu. Hatta onlardan biri sehrin {izerine
felaketin ineceginden korktugu icin arkadaslarina sehri terketmelerini
emretmisti. Cami; kasabada bir merkezi biinye ve orada yasayan toplumun
ruhunun aynasidir. Camiyi ya da mabedi yalniz birakan ve terkeden toplum,
kendi ruhunu, Tanri'yla iligkisini, varolus garantisini terk ettigi anlamina
gelmektedir. "Cami, toplumun kalbidir. Oraya dokunulamaz. Caminin aldig1 bir
yara, kalbin aldig1 bir yaradan farksizdir. Camilerimizle ayakta duruyoruz"
(Karakog, 1979:522-523) Nasil kalbi yarali olan birey kendini zar zor hayatta
tutuyorsa cami de terketmis bir toplum helak olmasina egimlidir. "Cami Islam
medeniyetini dogurgan kurumdur. Denebilirse ana rahmi" (Karakog, 1979:25)
Sayed Hussain Nasr musliimanlarin yasadiklar1 kasabada bulunan ttim
miiesseseler caminin uzantist oldugu ve golgesinde kuruldugunu
belirtmektedir.

Ziyaret hikayesinde son mekan unsuru sehirdeki evlerdir. Adeta, oliiler evlerde
umut mesalesini bulacaklarini diisiinmiislerdir, halbuki beklentileri kendilerini
aldatmistir. Aslinda disarida gordiikleri evlerde olup bitenlerin yansimasimndan
baska bir sey olmamustir. Ciinkii bir organizma i¢in hiicre her ne ise, toplum icin
de ev odur. Evdeki iliskiler saglikli ise, konusulan verimli ise, herkes belli bir rolii
tistlenip onu hakkiyla ifa ederse, boyle bir hayat tarzinin uzantisi evin disinda da
hissedilecektir. Ziyaret hikayesinde, o¢liilerin bacalardan, agik pencerelerden,
kapi araliklarindan stiziilerek girmeleri, onlarin metafiziksel boyutu gostermekle
beraber, disaridan farkli etkenlerin eve girmesine miisait oldugunu da
simgeledigi kanaatindeyiz. Ziyaret hikayesindeki, "6liilerin ellerinde bir defter
vardi ve o defterin bir sayfasina yeni bir sey yazmakla, bir haber ge¢mekle
yiikiimliiydiiler de, her sayfa ceviriste, ya yirtik ya kirli ya ecis biigtis karamalarla
dolu odlugu gercegi yiiz ytize gelmenin ac1 yiirek burkunutusuyla sarsiliyordu.
Temiz bir sayfa bulmak umuduyla, sayfa cevirmeyi cabuklastirtyorlar". (Karakog
1979:130) Bu ctimleden Tanr: elgileri vaziyetinde olan oliiler icin bir umut
alevcigi ne kadar 6nemli oldugu, onun tsttinde o toplumun kurtulmasina sebep
olacak o umut alevcigini bulmak icin ellerinden geleni yapmalarini okumaktayiz.
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Kentte ttim evleri ayni durumda bulduklarindan sonra bu toplum helak
olmasmna mahkum oldugun sonucuna varmaktadirlar. Islam kaynaklari
perspektifinden yazarin boyle bir tespiti yapmast dikkate deger, ctinkti Kur’an
bir toplumda 1slahini isteyen ve onu gerceklestirmek amaciyla elinden geleni
yapan biri varsa o toplumun helak olmayacagini vaad etmektedir. Hikayeden ev,
ev hayati, aile iligkileri bir toplum icin son siginak oldugu anlasilmaktadir.
Bundan dolay1 hkayede mekan unsurlarinin siralamasinda ev kastten son yer
almaktadr.

SONUC

Ziyaret hikayesi bir toplumun geleneksel hayatmin degismesini ve bu
degismelerin degerler Olcegine yansimasmi fantastik bir olay etrafinda
kurgulamustir. Hikayenin arka planinda bir toplumun kasabadan kente gecisi
oldugu icin, kurgusunda mekan unsurunun 6nemli bir rol tstlendigi ifade
edilebilir. Ziyaret hikayesi, yogun anlatimi icerisinde cesitli mekan usurlarini
barindirmaktadir. Her mekan belli bir degismeye ugramustir. Ancak Ziyaret
hikeyesinde Sezai Karako¢ mekanmn ugradigi fiziksel degismeleri One
cikarmaktan ziyade insanlarin o mekanla ilgili iliskiler ve ona kars: davranislar:
vurgulamaktadir. Mekan sadece mekansal manada bir deger ifade etmez. Ancak
insanlarin ona ytikledigi deger ile bir nalam kazanir. Sezai Karakog¢ bdyle bir
sonu¢ ¢tkarmamizla yetinmeyip insanlarin 6zellikle cami gibi kutsal mekanlara
kars1 davranislarinin, onlarin ruhlarinmi yansitan bir ayna oldugu mesajini verir.
Ic veya dis mekan, ne olursa olsun, insanlarin baglandiklari, etkilesim icinde
olduklar1 bir baglamdir. insan1 baglami disinda algilamaya calismak en azindan
kusurlu bir eylemdir. Ziyaret hikayesinden, insanlarin kent, kahve, cami, ev gibi
stirekli bir nevi iletisimde bulunduklari mekanlarda i¢ diinyasimin resimleri
yansimaktadr.

Ziyaret hikayesinde i¢ mekanlarin siralamast kurgusu icin fazla ©6nem
tasimamaktadir. Oliilerin gehre indikten sonra ilkin kahveye girmeleri
sartlandiric1 degildir. Karakog, bu siralama yoluyla bir toplumun baglamindaki
ic mekanlardan hangisinin ilk olarak olumsuz etkenlere maruz kaldigini ifade
etmektedir. Bir toplumun kahvesine kart oynama gibi olumsuz aliskanliklarin
girdigi farzedildiginde toplumun biinyesinde bozulmalarin meyadana
gelecegini tahmin etmek zor degildir. Lakin evlerde degerler tizerine kurulu bir
iletisim devam ederse, o zaman o toplumun dokusundaki yara ilaglar yoluyla
tedavi edilebilir. Ziyaret hikayesinde oldugu gibi ev kahveden farksiz ise o
zaman o toplumun durumu soru isareti altindadir.
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Why is Switzerland better off...

INTRODUCTION

1.1 About Switzerland

Switzerland, also called Swiss Confederation, is a federal republic located in
Central Europe. It is widespread on the total area of 41,285 km? and it shares 1,882
km-long borders by 5 countries: Italy (740 km), France (573 km), Germany (334
km), Austria (164 km), and Liechtenstein (41 km). This federal republic consists
of 26 cantons and each of these cantons is considered as a federal state with the
capital city Bern. The biggest city is Zurich and other big cities are Geneve, Basel,
Lausanne, and Chur. The population of Switzerland constantly increases.
According to the census in 2010, Switzerland had 7,8 million people, but today it
has more than 8,4 million citizens where 24,7% of them are foreigners such as
Germans (4,3%), Italians (3,7%), Portuguese (3,2%), French (1,5%), and others
(12%). An average population density is around 195 people per square kilometer
(“Switzerland”, n.d.).

Switzerland is known as the world’s happiest country based on its legal system
(neutral and democratic country that follow the rules and regulations),
psychological factors (highest life expectancy 80.4 years for men and 84.7 years
for women), armed neutrality (Swiss has not been in a war since 1815), and all
economic indicators such as GDP and GDP per capita that will be later on
discussed in detail. All of these things positively affect the standard of living in
Switzerland and enable the country and its citizens to prosper from that. Because
of this, Switzerland is very secured and attractive country that has huge potential
to even more improve its economy;, stability, and status of the country (“7 reasons
why Switzerland is the happiest country in the world”, n.d.).

1.2 Switzerland’s economy

Switzerland is known as one of the biggest economic competitors not just in
Europe but the whole world as well. It is based on three sectors: primary
(agriculture), secondary (industry), and tertiary (services). Primary sector is not
so developed and it is supported by the government. 10% of the population is
employed in this sector in order to produce corn, wheat, all sorts of vegetables
and dairy goods. In secondary sector 40% of the population is employed. This
sector is mostly based on electrical engineering, metals, and machine industry.
The most important sector for the Switzerland’s economy is tertiary sector where
is 50% of the population employed and 74% of Switzerland’s GDP is generated
by providing the services. In this sector, tourism, banking, and insurance services
are most developed (Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, 2017).

The trade between Switzerland and other countries, especially European once
constantly increases. The main exporting products in 2017 were: metals ($84.6
billion), medicaments ($70.3 billion), machines including PCs ($23.7 billion),
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watches and their parts ($20.2 billion), and so on. The total value of exports was
$299.6 billion (Workman, 2018).

In the same year the most imported products in Switzerland were: precious
metals ($89.9 billion) pharmaceuticals ($28.7 billion), machinery ($18.9 billion),
vehicles ($15 billion), organic chemicals, mineral fuels, medical articles, furniture,
etc. The total value of imports was $268.5 billion. This tells us that Switzerland
trades very well because it is in the trade surplus (its export is higher than its
import). The main Switzerland’s partners for the trade are countries: Germany,
United States, China, India, France, and United Kingdom (Workman, 2018).
When it comes to the foreign direct investment (FDI), Switzerland is very
attractive country to the investors. There are many reasons for that for example:
- A great location of Switzerland (gateway for many countries)

- Modern and developed infrastructure that encourages economic growth

- High GDP per capita Switzerland’s citizens are able to spend huge amount of
money

- Well educated and high skilled labor force

- Enforced laws such as Swiss Code of Obligations, the Cartel Law, and the
Securities Law

- Political stability

- Tax incentives, and so on.

There are only two threats for FDI. The first threat is related to the big
competition in Switzerland that requires from companies to invest huge amount
of money in research and development in order to beat competitors and earn
money. Because of this, Switzerland is sometimes called an epicenter of global
competition. The second threat is that Switzerland has many regulations and
rules that are enforced through the single market of the European Union such as
quality of ingredients, labelling of the products, and so on. As a result of many
advantages FDI in Switzerland reached the highest value of $70.4 billion in 2015.
The main investors in Switzerland are countries: The United States, Netherlands,
and Luxembourg (“Switzerland: Foreign Investment”, n.d.).

1.3 Switzerland’s trade agreements

All of these exchanges of goods, services, and capital would not be achieved if
the trade agreements do not exist. These agreements have an aim to reduce the
trade barriers as well as to improve the business links within the countries in
order to increase the liberalization and economic growth of involved countries.
Switzerland’s location is in the center of Europe and countries that are members
of the European Union (EU) surround this country. These countries impacted
Switzerland that became the member of the Organization for European Economic
Cooperation (OEEC) in 1948. The goal of this organization was to reconstruct the
economy and increase the cooperation between countries using funds from the
Marshall Plan. Later on, OECC was renamed to the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD), and finally it became the European
Economic Community (EEC). In 1960, the United Kingdom, Austria, Sweden,
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Norway, Denmark, Portugal, and Switzerland established the European Free
Trade Association (EFTA). The agreement had a purpose to avoid the export and
import customs duties and quotas for the industrial goods produced in
Switzerland and other EFTA members. In 1989, the Insurance Agreement came
into force. By this agreement, all members of the EEC were able to move their
business such as travel insurance services. In the following years, Switzerland
signed different agreements such as Agreement on the Carriage of Goods. The
Bilateral I came into force in 2002. It was mostly concentrated on the free
movement of people. The Bilateral II was signed in 2004 and it had an aim to
increase the cooperation between the countries in fields such as security,
environment, culture, and so on. Later on, Switzerland signed many agreements
e.g. Schengen/Dublin Agreement, Taxation of Savings Agreement, Environment
Agreement, Statistics Agreement, and so on. Most of the Switzerland’s trade
agreements are concluded within the context of the EFTA. There are also some
agreements without the involvement of EFTA, including those with Japan and
China. Switzerland has signed many free trade agreements with different
partners located outside the EU e.g. agreements with Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Turkey, and Singapore. The new agreements are constantly being negotiated for
example MERCOSUR (Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, n.d.).

1.3.1 Switzerland and the EU

The EU is one of the biggest economic integrations in the world. It is founded on
the basis of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). The Union consists
of 28 member states that have common economic, social, and security policies.
The main achievements of the EU are: ending wars, abolishing the borders
between member countries, ensuring fair and efficient trade based on common
product regulations, the usage of single currency euro, the same external tariffs
and quotas, abolishment of internal tariffs and quotas, fixing prices, ensuring
large customer base, and so on (European Commission, 2018).

Switzerland'’s citizens were few times asked whether they would like to become
a member of the EU, but every time they rejected this idea. In 2001 when was the
last census regarding this topic, 76,8% of Switzerland’s citizens said that they do
not want to join the EU. There are many reasons that lead them to vote against
the idea such as Switzerland’s neutrality and conservativeness, independent
banking system, constant economic growth, high standards of living, low
unemployment rate, etc (“Why isn't Switzerland a part of the EU?” n.d.).

Also, other reasons that support the Switzerland wish to be out off the EU are
that this country has strong and very specific political structure. It is one of the
most democratic countries that promote neutrality and respect citizens’ opinions.
Switzerland is also known for its banking secrecy and all of these things are
unfavorable for the joining to the EU (Trampusch & Mach, 2011).

One of the main reasons that keep Switzerland outside the EU is Switzerland’s
currency. As it is many times discussed, thanks to the Swiss franc (CHF) stability
there are constantly some improvements in Switzerland’s economy. The value of
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the Swiss franc rises more than the value of other currencies which makes franc
stronger. This currency is sometimes called is called “safe haven” asset for the
investors (Vallet, 2016)

Even Switzerland is not a member of the EU it is a part of the EFTA. Through this
association Switzerland has signed more than hundred bilateral agreements with
the Union. The most important once were agreements called Bilateral I and
Bilateral II. With these agreements Switzerland achieved the connection with the
EU: people move freely (Schengen zone), trade barriers were abolished, free air
and land transport, recognition of science (research) and youth programs,
security cooperation, and so on. In order to enjoy these privileges, Switzerland is
obligated to respect and follow all the EU laws. Switzerland is also a member of
the World Trade Organization (WTO) and Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD). As a result of all of these agreements,
Switzerland became a part of the EU’s single market (European Commission,
2018).

1.3.2 The EU single market

The single market also called common and internal market was established on
the 1st of January in 1993 on the basis of the European Economic Community
(EEC) that was signed on the Treaty of Rome in 1957. A precondition for a
formation of the single market was an adoption of the White Paper that was
identifying three hundred legislative acts. This led to the creation of the Single
European Act. The market was created by a trade agreement between the
members of the EU, as well as four countries that are not the members of the EU:
Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and Switzerland. These four countries were able
to become a part of the single market because they are involved in the EFTA.
Later on, through the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA),
Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine also became a part of some sectors of the single
market. Turkey has access to the free movement of goods because of its
membership in the European Union Customs Union (EUCU) (“The single market
- The EU’s core task for 20 years,” 2012).

The single market has free movements. The first movement is based on the free
trade of physical goods (import and export). Another free movement is related
to the ability of people to freely choose where they would like to live, study or
work. The free movement of services is third movement that allows non-physical
goods to be performed in other countries (e.g. consulting and call services). The
last free movement is related to the capital where member countries do not have
limits regarding transfer of money. The member countries of this market are
obligated to pay annual fees as a contribution to the EU budget and follow the
rules and laws of the European Court of Justice and European Law (Europedia,
2011).

On the following tables, there are presented some of the advantages and
disadvantages of the single market (“The single market - The EU’s core task for
20 years”, 2012).
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Table 1. 1 Benefits of the EU single market

Wider choice of goods and services Bigger market

Lower prices Competing on equal terms

No visa No tariffs and quotas

Products with the same quality standards Sharing business practices
Erasmus program Resources availability, cheap labor
Greater ability to find a job Economy of scale

GDP per household increases Trade agreements

Table 1. 2 Threats of the EU single market

Immigrants may be a problem Strict legislation rules and requirements
Worker mobility is not great as hoped More competition
Less democracy Losing opportunities to exploit closer relationships

with non-members

Many countries argue that they have the problems with the immigrations and
overall system that regulates this movement of people. Switzerland is not one of
the countries that see the immigrants as a threat. The country uses all of its
foreigners (25% of citizens) for the improvement in its social and economic
situation in a way to fill the occupations for which natives are in a short supply.
Also, there is a huge number of educated immigrants that are recognized as
highly skilled workforce. The most important thing that immigrants bring to the
working environment is diversity that has a positive impact on the productivity
and efficiency of every business. Many foreigners start their business in
Switzerland which are very successful for example Nestlé (Afonso, 2004).

Before the signing the agreement between Switzerland and the EU, Switzerland
was more attractive to low skilled workforce. But after 2002, Switzerland became
a center for well-educated and skilled people. This happened because the
interests of these immigrants were respected and security has reached a higher
level. All immigrants had their work contracts that provide to them many rights.
The inflow of the immigrants positively affects the investment per household as
well as the overall consumption (Stalder, 2010).

As aresult of the single market, both parties (EU and Switzerland) have benefits.
The proof is that Switzerland is the EU’s 3rd Jargest trading partner and the EU is
Switzerland’s largest trading partner (78% of Switzerland’s trade is conducted
with the EU). On the following bar charts are presented the export and import
values for the trade in goods and services between Switzerland and the EU as
well as balance of trade in billions of euro in 2016 (European Commission, 2018).
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Figure 1. 1 Trade in goods between the EU and Switzerland
Retrieved from:
http:/ /ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-
regions/countries/switzerland/
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Figure 1. 2 Trade in services between the EU and Switzerland
Retrieved from:
http:/ /ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-
regions/countries/switzerland/
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Nowadays, Switzerland's economy is based on international cooperation that has
started in 2017 and it will last until 2020. This cooperation has seven strategic
objectives, and it takes place on three levels while involving networking with
many partners. The first level is operational level with purpose to implement
projects and programs. The second level is political dialogue (engaging in
dialogue with other governments on their reform programs and policies). The
last level is multilateral level which is influencing international dialogue and
policies through participation within key international organizations (Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs, n.d.).

1.4 Economic indicators

The economic indicators forecast and measure the economic performance of the
countries. The most important macroeconomic indicator is gross domestic
product (GDP). It is defined as the market value of all final goods and services
that are produced within one country in a specific period of time. This economic
indicator takes into account all kinds of goods and services and people
willingness to pay for that. The most frequently, GDP is measured for three
months or for a one year. It is calculated as a summation of investment,
consumption, government purchases, and net exports (export - import). Real and
nominal GDP are the two types of this indicator. While calculating real GDP
constant base-year prices of all final goods and services are being used. On the
other side, nominal GDP uses current prices of these goods and services and it
does not reflect any increase/ decrease in prices. Because of that, real GDP is more
accurate economic indicator. When economists compare one country’s
performance with another country’s performance they mostly use GDP per
capita. When we divide GDP by the total number of one country’s citizens we
will get GDP per capita. The next economic indicator that may be used to
measure one country’s economic performance is the inflation rate. The inflation
rate is a percentage of overall increases of prices in comparison with previous
year(s). In order to calculate this indicator, the GDP deflator must be determined.
GDP deflator is a measurement of the price level. When we divide nominal GDP
by real GDP and multiple these by 100, we will get GDP deflator. After that, we
will subtract GDP deflator in year 1 from GDP deflator in year 2, divide this by
GDP deflator in year 1 and multiple by 100. By this way, we will get the inflation
rate in year 2. As a popular economic indicator, economists also used
unemployment rate. We can calculate this rate when we divide the number of
unemployed people by the total labor force (employed + unemployed people)
and multiple by 100. By this way, we will get the percentage of one country’s
citizens that does not have a job. As additional indicators, economists may use
average gross salary, export growth rate, interest rate, balance of trade, human
development index, and so on (Mankiw, 2011).
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METHODOLOGY

A literature search for this paper was conducted using different online resources
(Google, Google Scholar, and Elsevier), information from Data World Bank
(www.data.worldbank.org), and Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (www.oecd.org), and books. The keywords used for data search
and collection were “Switzerland”, “European Union”, “Economic Indicators,”
and “The Single Market”.

The aim of such research was to examine the all studies published before January
2018, regarding the economy of Switzerland in order to see whether
Switzerland’s economy improves from year to year. Data comparison was used
for different economic indicators of Switzerland and some EU’s member
countries in different years, to help us understand why Switzerland is better off
out of the European Union.

Inclusion Criteria

Studies that were considered for this paper had to contain the report on different
economic indicators of Switzerland: GDP, GDP per capita, unemployment rate,
inflation rate, export growth rate, and average gross salary.

Exclusion Criteria: Non-English language articles and duplicate data

RESULTS

3.1 GDP

GDP (USS billions)
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400 / —
300

200
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== GDP (USS hillions)

Figure 3. 1 Switzerland’s GDP (US$ billions) from 2000 to 2016

Table 3. 1 Switzerland’s GDP (US$) from 2000 to 2016

YEAR GDP (USS billions)

2000 256.829

‘ 2001 266.121 ‘
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2002 274.769
2003 276.76

2004 289.555
2005 301.741
2006 337.617
2007 375.576
2008 402.151
2009 400.819
2010 415.654
2011 444.549
2012 462.615
2013 486.239
2014 506.895
2015 527.16

2016 534.903

Figure 3.1 and Table 3.1 show Switzerland’s GDP from 2000 to 2016 expressed in
billions of dollars. In this period of time, GDP constantly incresed and there was
just one small decrease from 2008 to 2009 because of global financial crises. Based
on this data, we can say that some or even all the components of GDP have
increased. This also tells us that the overall economy of Switzerland improves

from year to year.
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3.2 GDP per capita
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Figure 3. 2 Switzerland’s GDP per capita

In Figure 3.2 it is shown how the value of GDP per capita has changed from 1990
to 2016. If we follow the line we will se constant increase of the vale of GDP per
capita until the global financial crises. That year GDP per capita slightly
decreased, but after that it continues to grow. Even the number of citizes in
Switzerland increases, the country’s economy constantly follows the trends and
this is a huge advantage for the country.

[ 1
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Figure 3. 3 GDP per capita of Austria, Germany, and Switzerland from 2008 to

2016

Figure 3.3 compares GDP per capita of Austria, Germany, and Switzerland from
2008 to 2016. If we follow these two lines we can easily see that GDP per capita
of Switzerland is much higher than GDP per capita of Austria and Germany. This
tells us that Switzerland’s economy is more developed and it has better results
than Austria and Germany.
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3.3 Inflation rate

Figure 3. 4 Inflation rate with GDP deflator (%) of Switzerland from 2010 to

The inflation rate of Switzerland slightly flucutates as it is shown in Figure 6.
Those increases in the percentage of inflation rate are not huge and because of
that the overall increases of prices is not significat. This is very benefical for

INFLATION RATE with GDP deflator
(%)
0.317 0.342
0.025
-0.174
-0.566
-0.625 -0.601
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
—— INFLATION RATE with GDP deflator (%)

2016

Switzerland’s economy.

3.4 Unemployment rate
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Figure 3. 5 Unemployment rate of Switzerland and Germany from 2008 to 2016

Figure 3.5 shows the comparison between unemployment rates of Switzerland
and Germany from 2008 to 2016. Germany, a member country of the EU and one
of the most developing countries in this Union, had during some years even
higher unemployment rate than Switzerland. In the period of financial crisis,
Germany had two times more unemployed people than Switzerland. In case of

expressed in percentages
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Switzerland’s unemployment rates, they are quite constant and always around
4%.

3.5 Export growth rate

EXPORT GROWTH RATE (%)

—4— EXPORT GROWTH RATE (%)

6.534
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Figure 3. 6 Export growth rate (%) of Switzerland from 2012 to 2016

Figure 3.6 shows the increase in export growth rate (%) of Switzerland in the
period of time from 2012 to 2016. In these four year, Switzerland has exported a
huge amount of goods and services and every year this country just increases its
export, there are no declines which is very good.

3.6 Average gross salary

AVERAGE GROSS SALARY ($)
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Figure 3. 7 Average gross salary ($) of Switzerland in 2012, 2014, and 2016
In Figure 3.7 is shown how an average gross salary in Switzerland increases from

year to year. From 2012 to 2014 the average gross salary have increased for 602
dollars and in the next two years, this salary have increased for 642 dollars. Based
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on this we can say that every two year, average gross salary increases for 600
dollars which is a huge advantage for Switzerland’s citizens because the inflation
rate does not increases this much.

DI1SCUSSION

While 28 countries joined the European Union to improve their economy, there
are still some countries that are in the process of the application for the
membership of this Union. Switzerland is not one of the member countries or
applicants to become a member. As a federal republic known as a third most
developed and richest country in the world, Switzerland based its success on the
regulations, monetary security, highly educated and skilled workforce,
attractiveness for foreign direct investment, tourism, easiness of doing business,
and so on. Because of its constant improvements and achievements, Switzerland
is known as one of the biggest competitors in Europe and the whole world as
well.

Through the free trade agreements and membership in the single market, it
became the EU's 3rd largest trading partner. By this way, Switzerland exports its
goods and services across borders while paying much less annual fees than it
should pay if it was a member of the EU. While it cannot permit the immigrations,
the country use foreigners to fill the occupations for which natives are in short
supply. Also, there are highly-skilled immigrants that bring diversity and
expertise to the Swiss economy. As a result, the country increases its productivity
and salaries grow as well.

Switzerland from year to year boosts its economy because export value increases
from year to year and GDP and GDP per capita increases as well. GDP per capita
does not increase so much in countries that are members of the EU (e.g. Austria)
as much as it increases in Switzerland. In comparison with Germany that is one
of the most powerful and developed countries that are members of the EU,
Switzerland has much lower unemployment rate that is always around 4%. An
average gross salary in Switzerland increases and this is huge advantage for the
country because its inflation rate is not increasing. The only declines that
Switzerland had in its economy were in time of the global financial crises, but
these declines were not significant because Switzerland improved them in the
following years. As a result of all of these economic indicators that are considered
as an advantage for Switzerland, the living standard in this county is high, and
human development index is 0.939.

CONCLUSION

Based on all of these previously mentioned economic indicators I can conclude
that Switzerland improves its economy from year to year. There are no significant
declines that would negatively influence the stability of Swiss economy. Thanks
to these facts, Switzerland is declared as one of the biggest trade competitors in
the world. The export of goods and services from this country constantly increase
while import values are much lower and this creates trade surplus. This country
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has no need to join the EU because Switzerland already does business very well
as a neutral, sovereign and democratic country. While it operates as a non-
member of the EU, Switzerland saves a lot of money that would be obligated to
give to the EU if became a member. It is much cheaper for Switzerland to pay just
for the membership of the EU single market and the country uses this
opportunity. Also, Switzerland has signed a lot of free trade agreements with an
aim of strengthening its connection with other countries. As long as Switzerland
has low unemployment, constant trade surplus, high living standard, and stable
currency there is no need for such a country to join the EU. Switzerland is
currently better off out of the European Union.
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