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Abstract: Human development indices of the world’s countries are published through the 

UNDP. We observe that Turkey's human development index has risen during the history like 

other countries of the world when these indices are examined. However, the most realistic 

way to determine whether such rise is sufficient or not is to compare foregoing with that of 

the other countries. In this study, we shall evaluate primarily human development indices of 

Turkey and the main determinants of human development (income, education, health) 

performance between the years of 1980 and 2012 comparing same with the averages of the 

world and OECD countries. Subsequently, comparisons will be made within the framework of 

the "inequality-adjusted human development index" data indicating whether or not the human 

development has a fair distribution among different segments of the society. This is because 

development of policies that will ensure the evenly distribution of this development in the 

society is also as important as the rapid rise in human development in a country. 
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